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ANCIENT, LEGAL, an» CONSTITUTIONAL, 


RIGHT of the PEOPLE, 
To ele Repreſentatives for every Seſſion of 
Parliament; 

Not only 4 every Year once,” 
BUT ALSO 


6 More often if Need be?” 


s.. expreſsly required in the old Statute, and 
confirmed by the general Uſage of ancient 
Times, demonſtrated by the Evidence of 


the ortIGInat Writs rox ELECTION : 
IN A 0 
LE R Y $i 
Joa Member of the Suxxv Committee. 
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copy of a LeTTER 90 a Mem- 


ber of che Synay, Commits. , 4 
Dran Six, — e ©": 
Hare p paid all the attention, 


—— — 


that the e hortnek of the time 
would permit, io ſearching god procuring 
authorities, to enable you to oppoſe ſe the 
objections lately 1 made to enn parlia- 
ments, as ſtated i in your kind letter of the 
1 17th inſtant, — Wiuh reſpet t to the 6A, 
i. e. their « incompetenty, nud that the 
e empire is «fo vaſt, and foreign. connections 
«fo inter uouen with us;” ., I beg! leave to 
remind you, | that the empire is not now 
more interwoyen with foreign connec- 
tions, (I mean "thoſe of Europe, hich a- 
lone have power to affect us,) than they 
were when annual parliaments (and 
« more often. if need be”) were the eſta- 
bliſhed law of the land; I mean in the 
Az gelorioùs 


/ 64 


Norton reign of king Edward III. when 
ene rept. the richeſt and moſt Hap ulous 


ovinces of France were the hereditary 


domino of the family upon the throne; 


and when the remainder of that mighty 


aud, exten ve « empire, 997 exception 
e great dulee 


Pp himſelf doing. hoinage for 


ates 
. ogland, b by "the right of e 06 
Ty the J | true ky hh — an: 


og e pbjeQic I 


1350157 


| ons acquire 
5 85 oy” 0 0 A ned by free þ It 


eg of pes . 255 elected by fa 
inhab itaf each © diſtin country 


5 


pettiv 8 Iy,. , wha, 1175 not ofily "the % 
right, b but a7 beft Boule ge. and abilitic t 45 
2ow tc o. pie cribe Jaws for t their own 1 6 
W Halety, and necefities. fs 
5 is th * ir de e means oft removing all dif- 
: ulty from the gc Sel: 'of len, do- 
e cauſe, f in a the fllt place, it fs 
the 


| r 
rhe only means that is ſtrictly obniſtent 
wih che nalural rigbti of the inhuübitants 
in each dominion, ſeparately:odnfidered; 
and alſo, adly, the only means off pre- 
yentiog the iohabitants of ſuch diſtant 
dominions or colonies, froth inbading the 
natural rights of each otber, & hiv is the 
ſource of civil war and diſu id and; if 
this moſt eſſential principle of our cαi 
tution, and of natural equity, Had been 
regarded by adminiſtration, ag veably®to 
what I have ſtated, in my Deelaration"of 
the Peoples Rights, reſpecting 14/aid,\. 
we ſhould not have loſt Ameruus 
The only true means, for inſtance, to 
preſerve the Britiſh empire in Ef. Hdia, 
which ſtill remains to us, is, to inſttuct 
the Sooders, and lower caſts of the Indian 
tribes, concerning their 2aturab rightts 
4 ſpare in the geuernment of thoſ coun- 
tries which they inhabit, that their duly 
elected repreſentatives,” in 4 general al- 
ſembly, may Have confidence ig eee 
11 A 3 and 


. E . 


e 
and confute that deteſtable lie of the Bra- 
mina, by which they are holden in ſla- 
very, and rendered the prey of Tartarian, 
as well as: European, wolves and tigers. 
The Engliſh company of merchants, 


vided by-the Britiſh government, have, 


at preſent, | both power and influence ſuf- 


ficient to effect this, and reſtore them to 
their rights; this would be an obligation 
never to be forgotten, and which would 
eſtabliſh trade upon its proper baſis, and 


Pemove all diffitaltics, as well as expence, 


Hun ile government of that vaſt empire; 


but, if the opportunity be too long ne- 


glected, it may be ſuddenly loft for ever! 


 Withreſpe&-to the ſecond objection, 
— The epprehen/ions of diſorder on tos 


8 A frequenit theBions.” — The evidence of 


experience confutes it, as, I hope, I have 
„„ uens 1 n 0 


und 
„ e in 


8 


two tracts, p. 31 and 32, alſo 5c and 36. Ses alſo the 
ä the Deputics 


from 


Lg 


4823 

and of which the preamble to the wicked 
a& of the 8th of king Henry VI. is itſelf 
an ample teſtimony; + becauſe the per · 
verters of the conſtitution, at that time, 
could not ſay that © man- ſlaughter, ri- 
* ots, batteries, &c.” had chen happen; 
ed, as they really d now at our ſeptennial 
elefioms, but only in the future tenſe, that 
* they ſhall very likely ariſe and be,” They 
could not complain, that there were a 
number of outrageous people at county elec- 
tions, and therefore they perverſely and 
deceitfully complained only of an outrage- 
ous and exceſſive number of mos the epi- 
thet, © outrageous,” was not applicable 
tothe people, and therefore they have 
deceitfully branded the i innocent ſubſtan- 
tive, © number,” with the charge of being 
* outrageous.” The reaſon of this is 
| . A's Plain: 
from the ſeveral petitioning counties, Gt. wherein it is 
declared, concerning auN v, parliaments, that © chey = 
10 N WP 


© and moſt peareably conducted. 
1 The dg Means, Cc. p. 29, 30. 


che evidence of all antiquity, that the 


— 
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b plain the manner of wording the act, 
às it now ſtands, has the effect of an in- 


ſinuation againſt the behaviour of the 
people, that. is, to a [careleſs reader, and 


chereby ĩt anſwered the deceiiful purpoſe 
of thoſe ho framed (or tranſlated) the 


act, which would have been null and void 
for: want of truth, had the agjecti ve, 


i outragtous,” been applied to the other 


ſubſtantive, i. e. Pecple; for falſebood in 
a preamble has the unqueſtionable effect 
of deſtroying the force of any ſtatute. 
But, if the people really were outrageous 
at elections, as well as exceſtvely numerous, 


Vet, it is certain, that they had right on 


their fide, and intended the good of the 
kingdom in- general; becauſe they have 


majarity of theſe exceſſive numbers were 
generally for ſending to parliament the 
beſt and moſt reſpectable men they could 
find among them; which is not only pro- 
ved by the teſtimony 1 quoted from 

ay 45 4 14 0) Peynne, 


(mn). 
Prynne, in p. 31 and 32 of my firſt litile 
tract, e but alſo by the evidence of that 


learned antiquarian, Browne Willis, Eſq. 


who tells us, in the preface of his Noti- 
tia parlianientaria, that the knights of 
*/hires" (viz. thoſe that were choſen by 
the outrageous and exceſſive number of peo- 
ple) * have, EVER; IX ALI. COUNTIES; 
been choſen out of the principal gentry 
« and quality: and though, ſays he, the 
citizens and burgeſſes were hereto- 
© fore elected out of their reſpective 
* communities, and were only the cuixF 
«© and Mosr EMIN ENT MERCHANTS; 
« &c. of their own communities or cor- 
e porate bodies; yet, in king Edward 
„ IV.'s time, we find a great many of 
« them diſtioguiſhed by titles,” &c. 
This affords a farther anſwer alſo to the, 
firſt objeRion againſt annual parliaments. 
For who are ſo fit to judge of public 
affairs, now that the empire is ſo vaſe,” 
vg and 


For a mere equal repreſentation, He. 
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60 
1 and ſarrigu connexions ſo inter woven witbꝰ 
0 1, (according to the objector's ſta- 
ting.) as © tbe principal gentry and qua- 
iy out of the counties, and the 
% chief and moſt eminent merchants" out 
of the trading cities and boroughs? and 
more eſpecially ſuch knights, citizens, 
and burgeſſes, as thoſe of ancient times, 
whoſe conduct in | parliament procured 
them the honour of being annually retur- 
ned; and ſometimes more often, for ſeve- 
ral years together | 


Thus, the two firſt objections againſt 
annual elections are manifeſtly without 
foundation; - and, with reſpe& to the 
third, that it never was the lau of the 


eplo- 
RE menen it. rable 
® So far is this objection from the 2ruh, that the de- 


« and, it ſavours either of ſuch d 


puties ſrom the ſeveral petitioning counties, Ac. have, 


in their Mz ora, declared, that / fortening the du- 
* ration of the fitting of parliament can only be done, con- 
% $ISTENTLY WITH. the CONSTITUTION, or wwith 
** the beſt policy on any enlarged view, by ſhortening it ro 
** THE PERIOD OF A YEAR ;“ and they afterwards cite 
the ancient acts, which ordained, that © @ parliament 


| ** fall be bolden every year once, and morg often if need be." 


© * 
fable "ignorance, or of ſuch bare · faced 
falſehood and effrontery, as ſcarcely de. 
ſerves an anſwer! 

If I have made any error or ibs: 
ſentation in either of the little tract, let 
the objectors point it out, and they will 
not find me backward to ſubmit to truth; 
for that is my duty to God and man! 
Bat, to condemn the doctrine in the 
lump, without deigning to give a ſingle 
reaſon or proof againſt it, though it is ſup- 
ported by the moſt unqueſtionable hiſto · 
rical evidence, of which many even of 
the original documents (I mean the an- 
nual, or rather ſeſfional, torits themſelves} 

do ſtill exiſt, in our public records, to this 
day, is ſuch a deteſtable perverſion of 
trutb, ſuch a depravity of human nature, 
in the baneful ſervice of our great natu- 
ral enemy, the ** father of lies,” that I 
ſhould hardly have believed my own ears, 
bad 1 been r when the objection 


abs made, h 
| a 


(wn) 

Perſons, who diſcover ſuch impotent 
malice-againſt truib, muſt be warned pf 
their ſpiritual 4 leſt ge ade 

loſt for ever! 
That you may able more . to 
| confute ſuch objeQors, I have ſent you 
Browne Willis's Notitia parliamentaria; 
where you- will-find, in the very firſt ta- 
ble of writs, (viz. that for the county. of 
Bedford,) examples of annual elections 
for twenty years together, in continual 
ſucceſſion, except in one ſingle inſtance; 
5 which omiſſion will be the more eaſily 
excuſed, if it be conſidered that there 
were tuo general elections in the year 
which preceded ihe year of omiſſion, as 
alſo tea general elections in the year which 

| 


followed it. — The period I refer to is be- 
tween the 15th of king Edward II. and 
MW the 15th” of king Edward III. In the 

| Sth year of the latter reign, there were 

1 three new parliaments; two in the yth, 
| two in the 10th, two in the Iich, two 
#111291 ki in 


( 23 ) 
in the12th, two in the 13th, and Four 
in the'14th, year.. This affords ample 
proof, not only that new parliaments 
ſhould be holden every year once, buteven 
- 4 more often if need be,” The book con- 
tains a great abundance of other exam- 
ples: apd, though the annual elections 

were ſometimes omitted, yet this affords 
no proof againſt the peoples ig to have 
them. Another learned antiquarian, 
Me, Gutdon, informs us, in his Hiftory 


2 1 — 


of the high. Court of Parliament, page 
282, that new ſummonſes were to go 


. 0 for” a new parliament, once 4 "Year, 
« 58 n EEK, |, va 267 16 ess n 


2p” 1 e uſage of our Saxon anceſtors, to 
hold provincial parliaments, or | ſhire-gemets,,. regularly 
twice a'year. 1 T ſehire-gemot,”? or i200 county parli- 
en, are expreſsly ordained to be holden . e gear,” 
(.. 6. tar, by the 5th law of king Edgar, and 
the I 7th 1 law of Canute, BP Lambard's Archionomia, 
p. 64 and 11 1. A 5 
i Ibe continuance of — for a longer row 
- withou re- election, ſeems to © have been. 2 in the 
. ad wys 1: tab ara ut 1 ; reigh, 
t = For the aſſembling of parliament; which, by the iahi- 
den of king Alfred, was fo ofſembit Fvice a year. Ses the ſpeech 
"of fir George Crooke, Juſtice of the king's-bench, in Himpden's tial 
en thip-money, Aong 2637, 13 and 14 Car, 


— 


n 
E at the aft.” This book I have alſo ſent 
e L re an en 


cal 


ue Bee IV. e ni had been 
fo craelly harraſſed by civil war, that they had no ſpirit 
or (perhaps) peer left to oppoſe that dangerous uſur- 
hs 10 = tv ttebdits; Meat | 
In preceding the - <djournments, Or prorogations, 
(ied words ad then the ſame meaning,) were ſeldom 
for mare than a h Jays at a time; and that only 


on extraordinary and unavoidable occafions ; as fi- 
, the abſence of the ting or great lords, the neglect 
of © titiain fririffi, in not retu/tting their auriti, a Ege. 


or when the repreſentatives ** promiſed to travel to their 
centre, to bold farther conference with their con- 


Kituents, concerning any % zwdenice yo 


tis 7]. © The Mae Saturday the patliament; for certain 
© cauſes, by the commandment, was ADJOURNED until enſu- 
* Ing ; 268, on the ſame Monday, it was adjournd until 7. next 
is, for the like cauſe, at the King's commandment,” See for 
Rob. Corton's of the Records in the Tower, p. 303. —— 
N. . — (renner oe here Fan 
manifeſtly what we now call 

4 7 king Richzed II. + The | fame Friday, being) the of 
Al, for that the duke of La and eber lords were not returned 
from the North, and ſor that alſo certain fer An 
e parliament was adjourned until the Wedneſday fol- 

* owing; and, ner 
© together to chooſe their ſpeaker.” Bd. 298. _ 
©} 24 Ying Edward . — arlaradons Thix they 
-©;knew and \tendred the king's eftate; and were beady 4p id 1be 
_* fame ; only in this new device they de not agree without farther 
4 conference with their comntries ; and ſo, praying reſpite until another 
time, THEY FROMISE TO. TRAVEL TO THEIR COUNTELSS-' 
Cid. p. 27.) * * 


( 2s ) 

cal Treatiſe of Cities and Boroughs, by 
Dr. Brady, who bears ample teſtimony 
to the means which I have propoſed in 
my firſt tract, for obtaining @ more equal 
repreſentation; for he proves, that, IN 
„ g&YVERAL COUNTIES, the CITIZENS 
* and BURGESSES were choſen in the 
„% COUNTY-COURTS with the KNIGHTS, 
« on tbe day of the KNIGHTS ELECTION, 
n the SAME court, and jointly returned 
in on INDENTURE, efpecially before 
be ſtatute of the 23d of king Henry VI. 

* and, in ſome, after that,” &c. p. 75+ 
It would be too tedious to give you 
more proofs reſpeting ** the law of the 
& land,” in anſwer to the third objec- 
tion; and, in anſwer to the fourth objec- 
tion, (* that the whole conſtitution muſt be 
4 — 1 ſhall be 
for the proregetion of perliements, as this alone can recancile, with the 
——̃ — 
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